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Preface 



Previous CREATE research monographs have identified disability as a major factor in 
exclusion from education in India (Giffard -Lyndsay, 2007) and a common cause of children 
dropping out of school (Hunt, 2008). Forthcoming CREATE publications also highlight the 
high proportions of out of school children who are disabled in South Africa, and the lack of 
provision for disabled children in India. 

This monograph locates ways in which disability amongst children is constructed and links 
these to approaches to pedagogy. The monograph draws attention to the key distinction 
between ‘individual models’ which highlights impairments at the level of the individual and 
‘social models’ which see disability as a predominantly socially constructed form of 
exclusion. How disability is positioned across these dimensions has important implications for 
the ways in which disabled children are included or excluded from access to education in 
developing countries, and shapes policies adopted to reduce exclusion. Though the basic 
distinctions in the approaches have a degree of universality, the responses to disability may 
not since these have to recognise context, culture, resource constraints and different 
preferences. 

The monograph develops examples of different approaches to disability and learning from 
different countries and highlights problems that emerge, notably in relation to strategies that 
promote special education and mainstreaming for disabled children. Key to this discussion 
are issues related to needs for specially adapted pedagogy for children with different 
disabilities linked to whether these are seen to be individually or socially determined. The 
monograph argues that children with disabilities have similar educational needs to other 
children and the same human right to full access to basic education. Effective approaches 
must consider both the supply side strategies most familiar to governments and development 
partners, and the demand driven approaches sometimes but not always adopted by NGOs, 
especially those with participatory governance structures. They must also highlight the 
importance of political will and direct engagement with a subject sometimes marginalised 
from debates on education policy. 

This monograph thus takes forward thinking on educational access and disability in ways that 
provide the basis for future policy dialogue. It also identifies areas where more empirical 
work is needed to provide a more secure evidence base for decision making. 

Keith Lewin 

Director of CREATE 

Centre for International Education 

University of Sussex 
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Summary 



This is an exploratory study suggesting ways of analysing challenges for developing countries 
in the move to greater inclusion of disabled children and young people in learning. The paper 
focuses on pedagogical challenges to realising more inclusive education. Pedagogy 
encompasses not only the practice of teaching and learning, but also the ideas that inform 
practice held at various levels of the education system and in broader society. This paper 
therefore examines aspects of teaching and learning and ideas about the social purposes of 
education. It is based on a review of relevant literature drawing together insights from 
developing and developed economies. 

The paper is divided into five chapters. After a brief introductory chapter. Chapter 2 looks at 
analyses of the concepts of disability and inclusive education in order to explain the rationale 
for looking at challenges to educational access for disabled children and young people. 
Chapter 3 considers the relationship between pedagogy and inclusion. Chapter 4 considers 
some of the pedagogical challenges to inclusive education and Chapter 5 concludes the paper 
by looking at the implications of the review for future research. This paper aims to be an 
introduction to some current work on disability and educational access for those working 
more generally in education and development and thus seeks to contribute to mainstreaming 
disability in educational research, policy and practice. 
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